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Clearly over the last few weeks there have been concerns raised about the possibility of gang activity (and possibly knife use?) by young people in Diss. Whilst this has yet to be fully investigated and verified, I was very pleased to see the police take a robust and proactive approach. After the incident at the Mere’s mouth, the police held an information/public session to keep the public informed as to the situation, and held a workshop in the library, which I also attended. In addition, having been asked by the DT Councillors to arrange for the Police and Crime Commissioner to visit Diss, I was very pleased that the PCC (Mr Lorne Green) and the Chief Constable subsequently visited Diss and conducted a public Q& A session. The local police team were well represented and are fully aware our concerns. Whilst Diss is a lovely market town, and thankfully our level of crime is still relatively low, it would be naive to think we are without problems and the all pervasive issue of Drugs with intimidation does not affect our community. Constant vigilance from all our agencies and our citizens is required to combat this (hidden) issue.
The Diss Children’s Centre, as we know has been saved from closure, and will act as a supply “hub” for this part of S Norfolk.  As mentioned in my last report, negotiations are still being conducted with various service providers, but on current planning the new provider will be appointed in April, i.e. in the new financial year. It is hoped the centre may be used as a location other community activities, thus getting even more benefits from the location.  
Now, onto the ongoing condition of our roads.  Firstly, the pedestrian crossing on the A1066 has now had improved lighting fitted, and it now does seem to be sufficiently bright. However there are still reports of motorists being somewhat reckless with their speed on that stretch of the A 1066. Whether this is because the traffic is flowing quicker along that part of the road or that people still have not got used to the new Zebra crossing, I am not qualified to judge. We are now monitoring the situation, maybe an information/education campaign by the council and the press might help?  The extra resurfacing on A1066 (Stanley Road) from the Police Station to the patched area that was replaced last summer, has now been completed. This area has now a really smooth, even surface which should reduce the problem of traffic noise, which was a real issue at that location. I am in discussions with Highways as to the possibility of getting further resurfacing done on the A1066 leading back into Roydon, again with a view of noise reduction, but at the moment the work programme for next year has yet to be finalised. The dropped curb crossing points were installed on Denmark Hill, which are designed to help pedestrians from Denmark Rise cross the road. Also at the same time the curbs and pavements opposite Beehive yard were maintained, which should solve the problem of rain runoff there during heavy showers. You may have noticed that the redundant bus shelter from opposite the Shell Garage has been re located to a site by Whytehead Gardens. This was partially paid for by my NCC local councillors grant, and I am hopeful that this will be a benefit to local bus users. As part of the relocation, the opportunity was taken to resurface part of the footway/bicycle path opposite the Shell garage. The final piece of planned work for this year was the resurfacing of the roundabout on Uplands Way, which was in a very poor state. I am pleased to say that this was done last Sunday, and whilst there was some disruption, I believe it was kept to a minimum. The electric charging points that have been placed in Weaver’s Court car park are now fully operational.  4 spaces in have been converted to electric charging points, and the cost of the electricity for charging will be free for the first 3 months, the bill being picked up by the provider. I will continue to push for the zebra crossing in Roydon and will use my next year’s NCC road budget to help fund a traffic survey, should one be required
I do believe we have had a reasonable share of the County’s highway resources for the year 2018/19, and I will keep pushing for the other schemes which are on the books, especially the Vinces Road/A1066 junction to come to fruition.
I have also been involved in the normal round of NCC and SNDC council meetings. I also attended the NCC Children’s Services Committee meeting. I know that SNDC has been in touch re ping pong tables and grants for extra equipment. I am hopeful Roydon will get a table soon.
I attended, last week, a full governor’s meeting at Diss High School, in addition, I attended a meeting with the school and the Walcot Road tennis club with a view to alleviate parking issues on Walcot Road. A very positive meeting, which could lead to an easing of the current situation.
Finally, I was very pleased to attend the Civic Service, held in St Mary’s church to celebrate our mayor’s tenure in office.
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