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This has been quite a busy period what with the run up to Armistice Day and the Commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the First World War. It was very gratifying to see how the whole community came together to commemorate the event. It was a particular example of collaborative working to see how the Town Council, SNDC, NCC, the Rotary Club and Schools all came together to produce such a fitting memorial by Morrison’s roundabout. I acted as the Master of Ceremonies for the Service of Remembrance which was hosted by the Royal British Legion, and held at the Salvation Army hall. It was excellent to see the participation of numerous youth groups, Cadets, and choirs from both Diss and Roydon junior schools. The parade and church service on the Remembrance Day was very well attended, and I think reflected the national mood. In short, well done to all sections that put in so much to such memorable event. In a similar vein, I attended a memorial event in St Mary’s Church, organised by the local Rotary Club, which was an evening of poetry readings commemorating the Great War, and it was accompanied by the Honnington Military wives’ choir. A very fitting and moving event to wrap up the commemoration period.

On the Military front I have been heavily involved in the selection of a new commissioner as chair of the NCC panel for the military covenant. This of course meant going through numerous applications, producing a short list of applicants and then spending a day interviewing the prospective candidates. At present we have selected a candidate, but until he has replied to my formal letter inviting to take up the post, I cannot release the details. Just rest assured we have a good replacement to take the project forward.
       
As far as communities are concerned, I attended a meeting of the communities committee at NCC. Needless to say, issues re the mobile library service continue to be under review. Also the issue of childrens’ centres is still very much under review and discussion. I have also attended the communities committee at SNDC, where we are in the process of refining the procedure for the allocation of members’ grants. This has always been a slightly contentious issue as to which group is eligible for support. Hopefully after a scrutiny meeting this week things will be somewhat simpler. Just to let you know, I have now fully allocated my grant for this year, having allocated the balance to the Floral Diss scheme.
  
 I continue to support Diss High School as a Governor and I have attended various governors’ meetings. I have again visited Diss Junior School, with a continued intention to help them achieve their woodland project.   
As you are all only too aware, there has been considerable disruption on the roads in Diss this month. The problem has been exacerbated by the emergency works that have been carried out by all of the utility companies, in addition to the planned works by NCC. All going well, the planned works by NCC on Victoria Road will be completed by the end of this week. The road was closed on Sunday to allow resurfacing to be completed and it is hoped that the scheme will be finished ahead of schedule. Also once the zebra crossing is fully installed, the traffic flow on Victoria road should continue to improve. It is always the intention of NCC highways engineers to keep disruption to a minimum, and to that end this will be the last planned road scheme in Diss and Roydon this year. However we have no control over emergency utility works. 
 
Plans are still ongoing to provide some electric charging points in local car parks. It is expected that up to parking 4 spaces in Diss will be converted to electric charging points, and it is expected that this will be done by mid/late December. At present it would appear that they will be located in Weavers’ Court car park, by St Mary’s Church, but I am awaiting confirmation of this
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