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 It does not seem very long ago that I tabled my report for September, but quite a few things have been on the go, which has kept me quite busy. As Armed Forces Champion, I have been involved in numerous activities, especially given the run up to the centenary of the armistice. I attended the unveiling of the VC memorial plaque in Scole, and attended the Armed Forces Covenant Board meeting, which was hosted at RAF Marham. We are now involved in the process to appoint a new chairman for the board, to replace the present incumbent who is due to retire in April.  I have also assisted the staff at the Corn Hall, who are in the process of preparing an exhibition to commemorate the end of the First World War. I also gave a lecture on various aspects of WW1 to a community group at Thorp Abbots village hall.

On the communities’ front, we have been heavily involved with the provision of the mobile library service. At a recent meeting at County hall it was decided that the service would be retained, but with a rationalised approach to delivery times and locations. This does have an effect on the more rural areas of the county, but it does matter to us here, as Roydon still has a mobile library provision. On a more amusing note, I was involved in the judging of the SNDC “Pub of the Year” competition (I get all the best jobs!), which was rather more difficult than it sounds. It was a very competitive field, with a local pub in Burston winning one of the categories.

On a more local level, I continue to support Diss High School as a Governor, and was recently involved with a working group to decide on what was required for a summer uniform. This was in reaction to the exceptionally hot summer we experienced this year, and a pragmatic solution was arrived at for the future. I have also attended the finance committee and full governors meetings. I have also visited Diss Junior School, and I am keen to help them in a woodland project that the head teacher is planning. The new build in Roydon is coming along very well, with a new play area being recently opened for use.   
I attended the service at St. Mary’s church to celebrate the ordination of the new Vicar.
 As far as roads are concerned you will all be aware of the major disruption in the town centre recently. These were not planned highways works but emergency works by utility companies, mainly to solve power outage problems. It is appreciated that these do cause delay and irritation, but emergency works do have to be dealt with. On the planned works front, the Morrison’s roundabout resurfacing was completed, as was the Heritage Triangle replacement pavement. It is appreciated that there will always be some disruption, but these planned works are done with a view to causing minimum delays.  The next planned work is the replacement of the pedestrian lights outside the swimming pool, which are due to be replaced in November. They will be replaced by a simple zebra crossing, which should help out traffic movements along Victoria road. Regarding provision of zebra crossing facilities, I have spoken with the County Highways engineer, and had a site meeting in Roydon, and it seems perfectly feasible to provide a zebra crossing in the village. It is now down to the residents of Roydon to decide where they want it to be positioned. Finally it has been agreed that the highways engineer will assist the Rotary Club when they position the silhouette of the “Tommy” figure in the town in time for the Remembrance Weekend.
Finally, I would like to inform everyone that my local member grant has been allocated for this financial year, and I have supported Kangaroo slings and  the Diss floral project, which I know has also received support from DTC. I have also allocated my County Councillors member’s road grant to assist in the repositioning of the bus shelter, which is currently located opposite the Shell garage, to a more appropriate location on Victoria road.
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