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With the end of the summer period things have got back to the usual hectic round of meetings and briefings! On a personal note things have changed a bit for me in that there was a change around at County Hall, and I now sit on the Communities Committee, which fits in well with my responsibility as Armed Forces Champion. Similarly, at District level, there has also been a change around and I have just been appointed as cabinet member for the Stronger Communities portfolio. Needless to say, I am currently getting acquainted with breadth of the portfolio but this fits in well with my responsibilities at County. It looks as though it will be quite a busy job. 

One of the major issues to be dealt with over the summer was the question regarding the governance of the County Fire Service and the role of the Police and Crime Commissioner     (PCC). There were several workshops to discuss the proposed business case which looked to place the Fire Service under the control of the PCC. The proposal was fully debated by the Communities Committee at County Hall and the proposal, as tabled, was rejected by NCC. Discussions are ongoing, but I am confident that the provision of Fire and Rescue services will remain with the County. This has a special place for us in Diss and Roydon as we have a Fire Station in town which is manned by a very brave, dedicated crew of retained fire fighters.
   
On a more local level, as far as roads are concerned you will be aware of the major road works on the A1066. It is appreciated that there will always  be disruption, but planned works are done with a view to causing minimum delays. The drainage works at Morrison’s roundabout were completed but bad weather caused extra disruption, however now these are completed it is hoped the semi permanent puddles which were causing so many difficulties to pedestrians at the road crossing will be a thing of the past. It is also hoped that now all the jetting work on the drains in Victoria Road and Denmark Hill have been completed, the standing water problems will largely be solved.  The Morrison’s roundabout is currently being resurfaced over a series of Sundays, to minimise disruption. It is well on schedule and whilst it is appreciated that overnight working is not great for local residents, it has kept traffic disruption to a minimum. On a slightly longer time scale, the pedestrian lights outside the swimming pool are due to be replaced in November, as they have reached the end of their serviceable life. They will be replaced by a simple zebra crossing, which should help out traffic movements along Victoria road. Regarding provision of zebra crossing facilities, I have been approached by residents in Roydon, who would like a zebra crossing installed on the A1066, close to the petrol station. I have raised the issue with the County Highways engineer, and we will have a site meeting when he returns from vacation next week.
As some of you will know the footpaths along uplands way were resurfaced earlier this month. I had asked for these to be done early, before the children returned to school as that was a very high traffic area. Sadly, some of the work was not up to standard, but once I was aware of the problem, in consultation with the highways engineer, parts of the work was redone. In addition, parts of the Heritage Triangle pedestrian area on Market Hill are being replaced. This is a necessary repair to the footway, which unfortunately suffered unacceptable cracking, the exact cause of which is still under investigation.
On a lighter note, I have recently helped with the “chicken round up” on the Ensign Way estate, where many feral chickens were collected and were re homed with chicken enthusiasts! Needless to say the problem is not totally solved, as there are still many chickens around the estate, but plans are in hand for further round ups! 
 I have attended many services/parades etc as part of my role as the Armed Forces Champion for Norfolk. I attended the Battle of Britain memorial service held at County Hall on the 14th September and the Royal British Legion event held in Norwich to name but two.
I continue to support Diss High School as a Governor, and was delighted to see what an excellent set of results were achieved by the students in both the A levels and GCSE. It was a testament to their hard work and the dedication of the staff that produced such a success. It is also pleasing to see how well the new school build in Roydon is coming along.   
 Finally, I would like to inform everyone that my local member grant has been allocated for this financial year. Needless to say if any local group has a project they wish to progress with please speak to me as there may be other grant sources out there.


Keith Kiddie
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