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As usual, I have been very busy with the Business and Property portfolio; this month I attended the Royal Norfolk Show and helped run the County Farms stand, I also took the opportunity to act in my capacity as Armed Forces Champion at the Norfolk Veterans stand. 

As part of the business portfolio, I was asked to stand in for the leader at an international conference in Portsmouth University. This was part of the multi- national cross channel co-operation group, of which Norfolk is currently the lead member. I chaired the meeting for this month’s business and property committee and also chaired the Repton Property company board meeting. I also attended the Policy and Resources committee meeting, and a week ago I attended the Full Council meeting at County Hall.

This week, I helped host the follow up agenda which was convened after the Military Covenant Conference which was held last month, in Norwich Football ground.  On a slightly different tack, I continue to support Diss High School in my capacity as a school governor. Needless to say much needs to be done before the end of the school year, and so I have attended the full School Governors’ meeting, the finance committee meeting and I chaired the last Health and Safety committee meeting of the year! 
 On a more local level, as far as roads are concerned you will be aware that the major road works on the A1066 have now been completed, and hopefully things have returned to some semblance of normality, This means that for much of the length of Victoria road the cycle paths and footways have been resurfaced which will hopefully encourage more cyclists, and will mean a smoother and safer ride for them. The drains along Victoria road have all been jetted out, which as a result of the very long dry spell, saw them heavily blocked with silt accumulation. This turned out to be a much longer and more expensive operation than was envisaged, but it has now been completed along with a clearance operation for the drains at the southern end of Denmark Hill.
With a little bit of programme adjustment, it was possible to bring forward the repairs to the A1066,  as it leaves Diss into Roydon. The so called “ski jump” which caused so much noise and irritation has been removed, and a 50 meter sectioned has been planed and resurfaced. Rather typically things did not go completely to plan, in that the weather was so hot that the tarmac took much longer to set than had been expected. Thus what was planned for only one day took two, but hopefully the disruption was kept to a minimum.
 The Morrison’s roundabout will be resurfaced later this year, but it will be done over a series of Sundays, to minimise disruption. This will be the first time it has been fully resurfaced since it was built and is long overdue for some remedial works. Also the strip drains at the Morrison’s crossing will also be sorted out at the same time. The pedestrian lights outside the swimming pool are due to be replaced, as they have reached the end of their serviceable life. They will be replaced by a simple zebra crossing, which should help out traffic movements along Victoria road.
 Finally the issue re the Vinces’ road junction, still moves on, with NCC now engaged in a compulsory purchase order, to obtain enough land to build a left turn lane at the junction with the A1066. I would like to say I could predict how long such a legal process will take, but I suspect it will take longer than any of us would like.  
I would remind everyone that my local member grant has been allocated for this financial year. Also I would like to remind you that I have a NCC grant of 6K which is for minor road repairs. Any suggestions gratefully received! 
Finally I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a pleasant summer break.


Keith Kiddie
NCC for Diss and Roydon






