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It has not been that long ago that I sent in my last report, but the early summer period is always a busy time. However, as I am sure you will all now be aware, the former Norfolk County Council leader, Cliff Jordan, has sadly died from his illness. Despite us all knowing he was gravely ill, it still came as a great shock to hear of his sudden passing. I know that we all will wish his family all the very best at this very difficult time.

We have gone through the process of electing a new conservative group leader and then a new County Council leader. So far things seem to be business as usual, but we are currently waiting on the new leader to set his mark on the administration
 
I have been very busy with the Business and Property portfolio; early this month I chaired a business awareness event, which aimed to assist businesses in their preparations for Brexit. This was held at the Aviation Academy in Norwich, where nearly 120 representatives from local businesses turned up to hear advice from several expert panels. We also produced a user guide to the event. This week I am helping host the British Ambassador to the Netherlands who will be meeting Dutch trade representatives, also located at Norwich airport. 

As part of the business side of things I was asked to stand in for the leader at an international conference in Caen, Normandy. This was part of the multi- national cross channel co-operation group, of which Norfolk is a member. Similarly, I had to attend a symposium at Portsmouth University as part of the same programme. 

I attended another meeting in Norwich, which was to make progress on the Unilever/Britvic site in Norwich city. It is still early days and clearly there are many interested parties in this highly complex site. But it is hoped there will be a chance to develop this site which occupies a key location in the city. Yesterday, I was interviewed by BBC Radio Norfolk, with regard to disposal of un required bits of property, all of which comes under my remit.
        
Progress continues with the County farms portfolio, and I conducted a visit to several farms in the West of the County near Downham Market. I had the opportunity to visit a recently acquired property of approx 400 acres, which has just been let to a unique company which grows plants for their seeds. A very complex procedure,  but with a very high value market.
As part of my other duties, I helped host the Military Covenant Conference which was held in Norwich Football ground. This was designed to raise awareness of forces and veterans organisations in the county and what official bodies, such as local councils can do to support service personnel, their families and veterans. A highly successful day with many interested groups represented.
 On a more local level, as far as roads are concerned you will be aware that the major road works on the A1066 have been completed, although part of the pavement on the northern side of the A1066 is still not finished. It would appear that this is part of a repair by the Water company and not NCC highways. However to keep the pressure on, I am meeting the highways engineer early next week to discuss this and other issues 
 
I would remind everyone that my local member grant has been allocated for this financial year.  I have just allocated a grant to a local group based in Roydon who deal with the provision of baby slings. I also supported the bid for Roydon village hall with grant aid to help pay for the drains replacement. Also I would like to remind you that I have a NCC grant of 6K which is for minor road repairs. Any suggestions gratefully received! 
Also I continue to support Diss High school in my capacity as a school governor, 

Keith Kiddie
NCC for Diss and Roydon






