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As you will all be now aware, the Norfolk County Council leader, Cliff Jordan, has stood down as leader and a councillor on grounds of ill health. Although we have known for some time that he has not been very well, it has come as a real shock to realise just how ill he was. I know that we all will wish him and his family all the very best at this difficult time.

 Needless to say, this will cause some extra work for the Conservative group at County, as we will have to go through the process of a group leadership election and then election of a new County Council leader. There is of course a set process which has to be followed, and we are processing the matter as quickly as is possible, to ensure the smooth running of Council business.

In my last report to you, I included a full report on the County Council’s activities over the last year. This report, therefore, will be a bit of a catch up over the last few weeks. I attended the full Council meeting for NCC where I was reappointed as chair of the Business and Property Committee. In that capacity, I attended a briefing at the Norwich Research Park where a government minister committed an additional £40M to the Quadron research project which will go into the purpose built research facility on site. This was very welcome news, showing confidence in the bio/agri science industry in Norfolk. Last week I chaired a meeting of the Business and Property committee, the first one in the new council’s year 

I have been heavily involved with the process of setting up the Repton development Company, which is the NCC company which will help develop areas owned by NCC. I, as part of a panel, spent several days interviewing applicants for the position of non- executive directors, and we held a board meeting which set out the terms of governance. We hope to get the company going very soon with a development in the Acle area.
      
Progress continues with the County farms portfolio, with another acquisition being made in the east of the area. This will help us rationalise parts of the estate, and still keep our overall holding of land above 16K acres. On current projections we would expect to make about £800K.profit per year which goes back into the account for the county. 
Now, quick updates as far as our local issues are concerned. I attended the Diss annual parish meeting where Diss town councillors, District Councillors and I gave reports to the local residents as to our recent activities. It was also an opportunity to showcase some of the events and societies in the area, and it was particular pleasing to award local honoured citizens awards and an honorary Freeman of Diss to Duncan Slater, the ex RAF serviceman who has done so much for injured service personnel.   


I met with district councillors and reps from SNDC to discuss future developments for leisure activities and facilities in and around Diss. This is the start of a consultative study and I am very hopeful that this will lead to significant improvements in the future. In addition, I met with Richard Bacon MP, District and Diss Town Councillors and a regional rep from the post Office to discuss the future of Diss Post Office. It would seem that there are no immediate plans to close the post office, but there may be potential for some sort of franchise deal to maximise the full potential of the building. Early days yet but it would seem the post office is safe for the immediate future.
As far as roads are concerned you all will have experienced the disruption caused by repairs to the high pressure gas main at the Morrison’s roundabout. A very disruptive, but absolutely necessary repair. Luckily that was completed before the Diss Organ Festival which went off well last Sunday. Unfortunately there is another utilities repair being conducted just by the Tesco roundabout, which hopefully will be completed soon.  The bus stop on Victoria Road from outside the Shell Garage has been moved to a new location adjacent to the Dennyholm Centre, and it would appear to be helping the traffic flow on Victoria and Vince’s road. The pavement and cycle lane resurfacing being undertaken along Victoria Road, near the junction with Rose Lane is now virtually complete, although the works on the other side of the road which are being performed by Anglia Water are still in progress. I am meeting the highways engineer early this week to discuss this and other issues.  On a slightly more hopeful point, we have visited the A1066 on the entry to Roydon where there is a “hump” in the road which causes excessive noise when empty lorries pass over it. It has now been agreed that this will be put on the scheduled maintenance list, so it should be done this year. Also given the recent good weather some significant progress has been made in repairing the backlog of pothaole. 
 
I would remind everyone that my local member grant has been allocated for this financial year.  I will be only too pleased to help worthwhile local groups with grant aid where possible, in conjunction with your local District Councillor, if required. 
Also I continue to support Diss High school in my capacity as a school governor, and last week chaired attended the Finance committee meeting. On a lighter note, I recently featured on a guest slot for park radio, where I was asked about commemorations for the 100th anniversary of the end of the Great War. 


Keith Kiddie
NCC for Diss and Roydon






