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1. The District Council is having to re-think its waste collection strategy. The increase in the number of houses across the District is putting pressure on the collection service. Purchase of each bin lorry costs the equivalent of 2% on Council Tax, so imposing stricter rules on what can be collected may need to be imposed. On some busy rounds e.g. Diss, the amount of waste collected is close to overloading the bin lorries. Side waste – items put out for collection but not in bins – which has been collected up to now may have to be refused in future.

2. Economic Growth  The South Norfolk Economic Growth Prospectus is under development. In conjunction with the “New Anglia Local Partnership’s Norfolk and Suffolk Economic Strategy the prospectus sets out the opportunities for delivering growth and the key investment assets of the area. South Norfolk is part of Greater Norwich in economic terms but the prospectus will highlight the advantages of the District to potential investors.

3. Planning Policy. A new draft National Planning Policy Framework has been published for consultation by local Planning Authorities (SNDC in our case). This shows significant differences from the current framework and re-states the requirements for provision of affordable housing, the constraints of the five year land supply and the Green Belt protection. It places greater importance on Local Plans which could override Neighbourhood Plans in some cases.

4. Maintenance of Open Spaces. As I have reported before, open spaces such as children’s play areas have often fallen into disrepair once the developer has moved on, leaving parishes or the District Council to fund on going maintenance. A Policy Document is being produced which require a developer to pay a lump sum to cover the future costs of maintenance. These are not insignificant. The requirement in a major housing development is for 49,000 sq metres of open space (inclusive of 6,000 sq m of play space) per 1000 population. The cost to the developer under the proposal is £326,680 for the play area alone. You can well understand that this will not be popular with developers on top of CIL/S106 payments. The altewrnative is that the costs must fall on Council Tax payers – equally unpopular.

5. Waveney Local Plan. As an authority adjacent to Waveney District Council, South Norfolk must be consulted about the housing plans etc in its local plan. This is under discussion.
