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I would like to take this opportunity to wish all the residents of Diss and Roydon all the very best for 2018, and hope that all have a safe and successful year. Despite this period including the Xmas holidays it has been a busy time, with much effort going into the budget round at County Hall. As chair of the Business and Property committee, in concert with all the other committee chairs, I have been involved in this complex process, which will continue over the next few months until the budget is (hopefully) finalised in February. There have been several Full Council meetings over the period, where I briefed council members about the ongoing progress of my committee.  

In the run up to Xmas, I chaired the Business and Property Committee, where major steps were taken in progressing the Outline Business case for Repton Developments Company, which will be the NCC in house building and development company. Things are progressing well in this area and indeed some of the first potential development land, in the Acle area was being discussed last Monday. In addition to Repton, there has been much discussion as to the progress of the Scottow Enterprise Park (the former RAF Cottesmore site) and its future development. A scoping paper for the site will be brought forward to the committee in the next couple of weeks to chart the way ahead for the next phase. However, on Monday, myself and a small team from NCC attended an assessment panel, which is assessing Scottow for a potential award for economic development. We will hear the outcome of our submission in the next few weeks. Also in the area of economic development I attended the Hethel Engineering board meeting, which again looked towards future expansion on that high tech site. On a slightly larger scale I represented NCC at a joint meeting in Great Yarmouth which was to promote the economic development of Norfolk and the wider region, especially in the high tech and offshore renewable energy sector. All principal stakeholders were present; including the LEP, training organisations and universities; it was chaired by Sajid Javid, the Government minister responsible for Business, Innovation and skills. 

On a slightly less optimistic side, as we all now know, the situation regarding the “Colman’s site” in Norwich, has been clarified with both Britvic and Colman’s announcing that they will leave the site by the end of 2019. This is extremely disappointing as a great deal of effort was put by many interested parties to encourage them to stay there. Obviously the priority has been to protect jobs and negotiations continue. We are still in active discussion with Unilever (Colman’s) and I will be attending another meeting next week with Norwich City Council and the LEP to see if there is any way forward.

On a rather more pleasant front I attended the EDP hosted event “Stars of Norfolk”, which looks to recognise local people who have made a difference in the local community. I am pleased to say some local involvement was recognised, in that Mr Mike Booty who has directed The South Norfolk Youth Symphonic Band for many years got a well deserved nomination. However the star turn of the evening, which got a special award, was the Fish and Chip shop on Shelfanger Road which had handed out free fish and chip meals to those people who were on their own last Xmas. A couple of excellent examples of community involvement.   






Finally on the economic front, I supported the 2017 “Sync the City” which was held in Norwich cathedral. This is part of the city’s growing digital sector, which is a 54 hour event, held over a weekend, that brings together budding entrepreneurs with experienced business mentors and technology expertise, during which groups of entrepreneur, developers, business managers, marketing gurus, graphic artists etc. Pitch ideas for new start up companies and then try and develop their concept over the weekend. The winning idea for 2017 was a lone working App, designed to make lone workers able to contact help in the event of an emergency. It is called Lonesafe and was voted by the judges to have the most viable business and technically impressive software.

On a more local level, the road situation re the Vinces Road junction with the A1066 has been under discussion and I am hopeful that it will be put forward for consideration at the next NCC EDT committee meeting, which is being held at the end of the week. I am also pushing for some progress on the Nelson road/ station link route, which has been under consideration for far too long.
   
I have been in touch with Angela Lands, who is making good progress with her “Forest School” initiative in Roydon. It was particularly gratifying to learn that she has already managed to get some trees planted and involved large numbers of the local community in the process. I have supported her in this project by use of my local members grant, which should make up the shortfall in funding for trees in this phase of the project. This is a very worthwhile project that am I  happy to support. I also have supported the Scole bowls club, on the grounds that many of their members come from Diss and Roydon, and it represents an excellent example of collaborative working between local councillors.

I attended meetings with NCC officers re the Armed Forces Community Covenant Board in my capacity as Armed Forces Champion. Also I continue to support Diss High school in my capacity as a school governor, and just before Xmas chaired the Health and Safety committee meeting.

 So all in all, a reasonably active start to the New Year, I am sure it will only get busier! 


Keith Kiddie
NCC for Diss and Roydon

     
  
