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I have to extend my apologies for not being here this evening, but I am attending the Local Government Association AGM, as part of a delegation from NCC, where we will be delivering a presentation about the Scottow Enterprise Zone (formerly the old RAF Coltishall site) and the progress made in that venture. I am happy to report that the SEZ is now currently 92% let, and job creation has passed the 400 mark. Developments continue on site and we are hopeful that more employment opportunities are created especially in the light aviation sector.

This will be a somewhat shorter report than normal, as I have been abroad for part of February. However prior to departure the budget process continued with the budget being approved recently County Hall. As chair of the Business and Property committee, in concert with all the other committee chairs, I have been involved in this complex process, which saw a rise in council tax but also protected some services such as bus routes and road gritting. I appreciate that to put up local taxes is not welcome, but in these times where central government support is being constantly reduced, the burden will continue to fall on all levels of local government..  

The situation regarding the “Colman’s site” in Norwich, has been clarified with both Britvic and Colman’s announcing that they will leave the site by the end of 2019. This is extremely disappointing as a great deal of effort was put by many interested parties to encourage them to stay there. However, I was involved in discussions with Norwich City, County and Unilever where the prospect of building a new mustard milling plant in the vicinity of Norwich was discussed. This will hopefully continue the Colman’s Mustard brand’s association with Norwich, but not on the current site.

I recently chaired the Business and Property Committee at NCC, where more progress was made with the Repton development company. Also more progress was made with the County farms portfolio, with acquisitions being made in the east of the area near Acle. I have previously mentioned the progress with the Scottow Enterpise Zone.
 
On a more local level, the road situation re the Vince’s Road junction with the A1066 has been under discussion and I am pleased that it was approved as a future project at the last EDT meeting. This project also wrapped in the Nelson road/ station link route, which saw the expected project cost reach nearly £1 million. Whilst this project will not solve all of the traffic problems on the A1066, it will help ease the situation in Diss and Roydon. We are still in discussion with Anglia rail about the prospect of getting bus services to stop at Diss station, rather than as present on Victoria road. I am hopeful we will make progress on this issue.

It will not have escaped everyone’s attention, but we recently have had some pretty awful weather. This has had a series of knock on effects re road maintenance. As you will be aware we have agreed a scheme to jet and un block various drains along Victoria road. This has been put on hold for a while because the road crews were used as part of the gritting teams during the bad weather. In fact Norfolk had deployed all of it 49 gritting lorries covering over 7500 miles of road, and the crews did a great job in difficult circumstances. However as I am sure you will all be aware, that this sort of bad weather merely exacerbates the pothole situation, and there are now many more of those to deal with. I did get a local crew to deal with the extra pot holes which had appeared in Lower Denmark Street by the Angel Cafe, but there are many more to deal with. This has meant that the move of the bus stop on Victoria Road from outside the Shell Garage to outside the Dennyholm Centre has been delayed, but it is still on the programme of works and my funding of £6K for that project still stands. Work on the road improvements to Frenze Hall Lane was also adversely affected by the weather, but are hopeful that this phase should be complete by the end of the month. It is always disappointing when these planned road schemes get delayed, but i think we all can agree that the situation was somewhat exceptional.

Just quick reminder that SNDC is in the process of starting the spring litter pick campaign. Local groups are encouraged to sign up for a litter pick and may stand the chance of winning  £200.  Contact SNDC on 0808 168 3333 for further details
   
I have been in touch with Angela Lands, who is making good progress with her “Forest School” initiative in Roydon. I was very pleased to be able to secure a small grant for her to pay for some more trees, and I look forward to continue to support this worthwhile project. I have also been asked to help with a small grant to help pay for the litter/rubbish removal after Diss Carnival in the summer. I am currently in discussions with SNDC about this issue.

On Friday I acted as Chairman for the AGM of the South Norfolk Conservative Association, which was a well attended event, at which Mr. Richard Bacon MP and Mr. Lorne Green, the Norfolk Police and Crime Commissioner, give brief talks about what is keeping them focussed at the moment.

Also I continue to support Diss High school in my capacity as a school governor, and attended the finance committee meeting yesterday evening. 


Keith Kiddie
NCC for Diss and Roydon

     
  
