ROYDON PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the Meeting held at St Remegius Church, Roydon, on Tuesday 6 March 2018
(postponed from 27 February 2018 because of bad weather)


Present:	Paul Curson		PJC		Chair
		John Taylor		JT		Vice-Chair
		David Goldson		DG		District Councillor
		Jenny Shorter		JS
		Angela Brown		AB
		Andrew Daniels		AD

In Attendance:	Gareth Roderick-Jones	GRJ		Clerk

1	Apologies for Absence:	Elizabeth Taylor, Pam Murton, County Cllr Keith Kiddie

2	Declarations of Interest:	AD, JS and DG (item 10 – Village Hall)

3	Residents’ Forum
· GRJ announced his resignation as Parish Clerk. His intention is to attend and minute the next meeting, and to ensure that the accounts for the year 2017-18 are finalised for a handover to a new clerk. He will place an advertisement on the NALC website but councillors and residents are asked to look for a replacement, preferably a resident of Roydon.
· The Section 106 monies from the Long Meadow development must be spent by March 2020. Diss TC have asked what Roydon PC intend to spend the money on. They have suggested refurbishment of the athletics track at the sports ground but there are questions about whether this would benefit all or only members. Other suggestions include enhancement for cyclists and pedestrians near the school/Old High Road area, boardwalks on Roydon Fen and improvements to Quaker Wood. The parish magazine and social; media via We Are Roydon will be used to canvas public opinion, and PJC will confirm with Diss TC that we are in the process of determining the preferred course of action.
· A resident raised the issue of parking on Queensway which sometimes makes the road impassable so that emergency vehicles are unable to get through. Could we have “Parking for Residents Only” notices? DG will follow this up with Norfolk County Council.
· Parking in the area of the school is an ongoing issue.
· We Are Roydon Community Group now has over 300 members. Campaign posters have now been removed. They have collected some funds towards the community defibrillator and will transfer these to the PC. PJC is dealing with an application for funding towards the cost of the defibrillator.
· The trees at the allotments need cutting back further – AB will contact James Crerar to arrange.
· There are faulty streetlights: #46 opposite Eden Cottage on Old High Road (last on right), and on the A1066 inside the recreation area by the recycling centre.
· There are still outstanding highways issues on the A1066, which Cllr Kiddie was looking into. DG will follow up with him.
· Potholes on Bellrope Lane have not been repaired – they have been reported.
· JT has contacted Waveney Tree Surgeons regarding the ash tree on the corner of Snow Street. They advise that it is alive and provides wildlife habitat so should be left.
· PJC will email Highways about the dead oak near the school.
· PJC will email Steve Jones regarding the lime tree on Brewers Green outside Little Manor.
· The old phone box near the recycling centre is now defunct. GRJ will contact BT to see if it can be removed.
· The fingerpost at the junction of Factory Lane and Brewers Green has lost most of its fingers; GRJ will ask Highways if it can be refurbished or removed.

4	Minutes of meeting 16 January 2018: the minutes were agreed and signed.

5	Matters Arising from the Minutes
· Item 3: the resurfacing of the A1066 has not started as promised.
· Streetlights: Cozens Ltd are not willing to have their own telephone number on the ID plates. An alternative is for Roydon PC to purchase an inexpensive mobile phone and SIM to be dedicated to streetlight issues, and this number included in the information on the ID plates. This proposed DG, seconded AD and agreed unanimously. PJC will purchase phone and SIM.
· GRJ will remind Cozens about a quote for a light opposite The Close.
· Item 13: there has been no word from K Rackham as yet about the war memorial.

6	Payments: the following were approved:

	PAYEE
	NARRATIVE
	AMOUNT

	G Roderick-Jones
	Salary Feb 2018
	£213.94

	HMRC
	PAYE
	£54.49

	Cozens Ltd
	Streetlights
	£150.00

	G Roderick-Jones
	Expenses 2016-18
	£366.19

	Anglian Water
	allotments
	£24.89

	Amey Ltd
	Emergency callout – streetlight
	£398.03



7	Banking
	a	NOTED: Balances as at 2 February 2017
Current account	£26,817.25
Savings account		£7,682.95
Total			£34,500.90
b	Barclays have continued to refuse to give clear information about the accounts and to deal with the standing orders as requested. GRJ will persevere and once everything is regularised will give Roydon PC information about alternative banking arrangements based on the experience of other parish councils.
8	Diss & District Neighbourhood Plan
£10k has been received from SNDC to cover expenses; Mid Suffolk are undergoing reorganisation but are expected to contribute also. Leaflets have gone out to all households. Four of the Norfolk parishes are preparing a joint proposal; there have been delays due to the weather.
9	Brewers Green
	Replacement of the poles has started on time, with completion expected at the end of April.

10	Village Hall
· A grant application for up to £5k towards the drainage work has been submitted.
· Steeles Law have submitted the initial paperwork for the land registration butt appear not to have followed this up as yet.
· The question arose of using part of the Section 106 monies for the drainage work as this would enhance a recreational facility which is open to all – PJC will make enquiries.
· Discussion of the payment for the reflooring work was deferred to the end of the meeting after the departure of members of the public.

11	Consultation on the Greater Norwich Local Plan
Based on discussion of the various sites proposed for possible future development, GRJ will respond online as follows:
· GNLP0104 south of Stanley Road: OBJECT on the grounds that this is the site of a Bronze Age settlement and a Roman villa; also there are concerns about increasing traffic on the A1066.
· GNLP0526 south of High RoadJE– this would encroach on the Waveney Valley and Roydon Fen, a SSSI, and would also have a widespread effect on valued local vistas; also there would be poor vehicular access.
· GNLP1038 between Factory Lane and Brewers Green Lane: OBJECT because of access and traffic problems on country roads, the fact that the site is adjacent to the Football Club grounds, the desire to preserve green areas around Brewers Green, and the desirability (spelled out in DDLP) of preserving green space between Diss and Roydon.
· GNLP0362 west of Shelfanger Road: SUPPORT WITH RESERVATIONS – the council would not want the full site developed with 400 houses as suggested, not wanting existing residents to lose their rural views – would object to housing directly behind existing houses, or a ribbon development stretching north along Shefanger Road.
· GNLP0119 and 0291 – east of Shelfanger Road – SUPPORT – access issues could be eased by using the existing track running along the eastern boundary.

Responses to other sections of the GNLP will be covered by a joint response by Burston & Shimpling, Scole, Diss and Roydon.

12	SNDC Big Litterpick 2018
Sunday 4 April has been proposed but will need to be confirmed depending on how many volunteers are likely to be available, and how much equipment SNDC will have available that weekend.

13	Planning	
late applications (none)

14	Correspondence: the following was discussed and circulated
		How to report a problem (PJC will forward to K Rackham for the magazine)
		

15	District Councillor’s Report (as circulated to councillors)
District Cllr Goldson circulated a full report, and reported on the following issues:
· Congratulations to residents and groups on a successful outcome to their campaign against proposed boundary changes;
· District Council’s budget and ongoing efforts to increase efficiency;
· SNDC homelessness prevention initiative;
· Installation of electric vehicle charging stations.

16	County Councillor’s Report not available

17	Items for Next Agenda
	As noted in items above

18	Next Meeting
	Tuesday 27 March 2018 at 7.15pm

The meeting was adjourned and members of the public asked to leave to permit members of the council to discuss a matter in private on the grounds that public discussion could be prejudicial to any subsequent court action.
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