


ROYDON PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Room, St. Remigius Church on Tuesday 31 May 2016 at 7.15 pm.

Present:        		David Bartrum			DB
			Paul Curson			PC	Chairman
			David Goldson			DG	District Councillor
			Pam Murton			PM
			Andrew Daniels		AD
			John Taylor			JT	Vice Chair
Elizabeth Taylor		ET
			
In attendance:		County Councillor Jenny Chamberlin   JC
Gareth Roderick-Jones  (Clerk)	GRJ	
			
											    

	1
	Welcome and Apologies for Absence
	Action

	
	The Chairman welcomed members of the public to the meeting and accepted apologies from Councillor Jenny Shorter
	

	
	
	

	8
	Election of Chair and Vice-Chair and selection of committee members
	

	
	NOTE: this item brought forward to be dealt with before other Council business
	

	8a
	Election of Chair:  Cllr Curson proposed DG, seconded PM
	

	
	PC accepted office and was unanimously elected
	

	8b
	Election of Vice-Chair:   Cllr J Taylor proposed PC, seconded PM
	

	
	JT accepted office and was unanimously elected
	

	8c
	Members agreed to continue to serve on committees as follows:
	

	
	Planning Committee: ET, DG, AD, PM
	

	
	Allotment Committee:  PC, DG
	

	
	Brewers Green Management Committee:  JT, ET, DG, PC
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declarations of Interest
	

	
	A declaration of interest was made by Cllrs E and J Taylor (item 6.6 on the agenda)  
	

	
	
	

	3
	Residents Forum 
	

	
	a     The fence and hedge on the Old High Road/A1066 junction damaged in an RTA were mentioned but we have been asked not to touch this until we have confirmation that the insurers have assessed the site and liability.
	

	
	b     The streetlight outside 7 Copeman Road, which has already been reported, is still in a bad state of repair – a member of the public provided a photo; needs a follow-up to Pearce & Kemp
	GRJ


	
	c     Drainage on Snow Street is still problematic – JC has discussed more than once with Highways and provided photos 3 months ago, and will do further follow-up. JC reported that there are drainage issues throughout the Diss area, exacerbated by a lack of funds (there being no funding for this from central government)
	JC

	
	
	

	4
	Minutes of the meeting held on 26 April 2016
	

	
	the minutes were approved by all and signed by the Chairman. 
	

	
	
	

	5
	Matters Arising
	

	
	· Parking outside school: Saffron have not yet responded to DG; school head has sourced bollards and has arranged someone to install them.
· Internal audit: Graham Wuyts has agreed to do the internal audit and GRJ has a meeting with him this week
· Dog fouling: the school will do a project about this: details to follow
· CIL Meeting with Diss TC: we await a response from Diss Town Clerk
· Insurance: the insurers have informed us that removing unnecessary items from the schedule (such as play equipment) would make it an individualized policy, which would probably cost more than if we leave those items in. Consensus is to go ahead with the renewal and to accept the Long Term Agreement option, which results in lower premiums. GRJ to contact insurers to confirm
	


GRJ






GRJ

	
	
	

	6
	Accounts for Payment
	

	
	The following were approved for payment
	

	
	
	

	
		6.1
	Pearce & Kemp
	Street Lighting (Standing Order)
	£158.26

	6.2
	EON 
	Electricity (Direct Debit)
	£111.94

	6.3
	G Roderick-Jones
	Salary March - May 2016
	£664.54

	6.4
	HMRC
	PAYE
	£166.13

	6.5
	Norse
	Grounds Maint (6 monthly)
	£536.57

	6.6
	John Taylor Builders Ltd
	Fence Repair Old High Road
	£87.90

	6.7
	Came and Company
	insurance premium 2016-17
	£632.94



	

	
	
	

	
	Also noted:  Receipt of half-year precept and grant from SNDC
	

	
	
	

	7
	Bank Balances 
	

	



	The following balances (as at latest statement dated 4 May 2016) were noted:
current account:    £28,312.79
savings account:    £7,828.64
	

	
	
	

	9
	Highways
	

	
	The situation has eased somewhat recently but problems still exist; perhaps the pumping out of conduits has had some effect though it is not yet possible to tell if the effects are temporary or permanent.
Bob Edwards (NCC Highways) has responded to the various emails and photos about potholes, which he says will be attended to in the near future.
There have been complaints regarding an overgrown hedge impinging on the highway at Swan Nursery, Hall Lane. DG will provide details to GRJ who will write to owners.
	






DG, GRJ

	
	
	

	10
	Street Lights
	

	
	PC has been unable to access the “Mayrise” online management system website;
a quote has arrived for replacement of the unit at 19 The Close. However, this is mounted on an electricity pole and we might not be entitled to fix a replacement unit to an electricity pole. GRJ to query this with Pearce and Kemp. If the response is that a new unit can be fixed to the electricity pole, the Council agreed to proceed on the basis of this quote – GRJ to confirm with P&K.
We are still waiting for a quote for a replacement whole unit at the entrance to The Close – needs follow-up
P&K need to be sent the photo from a member of the public of the dangerous state of the unit outside 7 Copeman Road – we paid for this to be removed in 2014.
Clerk to request a copy of whatever inventory of Roydon streetlights P&K use.
	


GRJ

GRJ

GRJ

GRJ

GRJ

	
	
	

	11
	Allotments
	

	
	a    Simon Murton has been reminded about the removal of old hedging materials.
b   Tenants may need to be reminded that keeping allotments under cultivation is part of the tenancy agreement; PC will provide GRJ with letter template and names of tenants who need to receive letter
c      Issues around Allotment 6C are ongoing; PC will give councillors an update at the end of the meeting after the departure of the public. This will be a private discussion in order not to prejudice any ongoing legal processes.
	

 
PC, GRJ

	
	
	

	12
	Queen’s Birthday Tree
	

	
	Tree has been planted (and PC expressed his thanks to David Powley for his assistance in this).
Leslie Burrows has agreed to participate in the formal planting ceremony which will take place on Thursday 9 June at 11.00am. and which will also be attended by some of the pupils of Roydon Primary School.
The tree has a temporary guard to protect it against deer.
PC and Keith Best will keep the tree watered for the first two seasons to give it a chance to establish itself.
	


	
	
	

	13
	Brewer’s Green
	

	
	Right of Way dispute at Brewers Green: Steven Jones has demonstrated to NCC Highways that the definitive rights of way map shows no public ruight of way crosses Brewers Green.
Fishermen have been parking too close to the pond and on private residential land. This will be discussed at the next Brewers Green Management Committee meeting on 22 June.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Neighbourhood Plan
	

	
	JT and PC attended a presentation on Rendlesham’s Neighbourhood Plan.
There was discussion as to the pros and cons of Roydon PC being represented on the 7-8 person committee to develop a Neighbourhood Plan for Diss. Developing a NP can be very time-consuming, and can ultimately be overruled by higher authorities. On the other hand, if a council do not develop a NP they should not subsequently expect to have  a full say in future plans. Any plan would have to be community-based and be designed to emphasise positives, rather than being a list of negatives and prohibitions.
The Parish Council are interested in principle at this stage, though as consultees in Diss TC deliberations rather than needing to have a member of the steering committee. PC will write to Diss Town Clerk to this effect – this was agreed unanimously.
	










PC

	
	
	

	15
	Taylor Road Residents Association: dog bin
	

	
	The Taylor Road Residents Association have offered to buy and install a dog bin if the Parish Council will agree to pay for annual emptying charges. There was discussion as to the effectiveness of dog bins, as discussed extensively in successive Parish Council meetings and the Annual Parish Meeting, and also discussion as to the desirability of treating one part of the community differently from others, as against developing a parish-wide strategy for dealing with this problem.
PC proposed that we should support this request, seconded DG.
The Council decided not to approve the request, with voting recorded as follows:
for  2;  against  3;  abstentions  2
There was a request to place the dog fouling issue in general on the next agenda.
	










GRJ

	
	
	

	16
	Planning Applications
	

	
		a	2016/1073  North of Fen Lane:  Retrospective application
for retention of change of use from agricultural storage barn
to B8 storage and distribution (as circulated) – no comment
b	2016/1076  North of Snow Street: 1.5 storey eco efficient
 dwelling (as circulated) – no comment



	

	
	
	

	17
	Correspondence
	

	
	The following were circulated and noted:
a	regarding Brome Community Recycling Centre
b	Regarding Neighbourhood Planning
c	Norfolk PCC Newsletter
d	regarding Boyland wild flower walk
e	regarding Parish Paths Seminar
f	quote from Norse for additional grounds maintenance work (for next
 agenda)
	





GRJ

	
	
	

	18
	Report from District Councillor
	

	
	The District Councillor’s report was circulated in full to councillors.  Cllr Goldson provided information about:
· The Long Stratton Area Action Plan, 
· Norwich Research Park, 
· Streetlife (community-based social media site).
	

	
	
	

	19
	County Councillor’s Report
	

	
	The County Councillor’s report was circulated in full to councillors. Cllr Chamberlin discussed the following:
· improvements in educational performance in Norfolk;
· the better focus which is now given to adult education in the county;
· lottery funding for Norwich Castle Museum, leading to a major new installation based on a medieval reconstruction;
· a new initiative for fostering.
Cllr Chamberlin also commented on the amount of public interest shown by the residents of Roydon in the business of their Parish Council, and praised their willingness to participate.
	

	
	
	

	20
	Any Other Business/Items for Next Agenda
	

	
	AOB: 
Environmental Services have said that the clothing recycling container is now under new ownership and will be emptied and put back into service; meanwhile they have cleared some fly-tipping which Roydon PC had reported.
Rota of councillors monitoring/clearing the recycling area has expired and needs to be extended.

Items for next agenda:
as noted in minutes above
	



GRJ

	
	
	

	21
	Date and Time of Next Meeting
	

	
	Tuesday 28 June 2016 at 7.15pm, in the Parish Room at St Remigius Church.
Items for the agenda by Monday 20 June, please.
	






