547

Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on
Tuesday 27th May 2014 in the Parish Room, St. Remigius Church

Present:  David Goldson (District Councillor) (Chairman), John Taylor (Vice-Chairman),
	Paul Curson, Andrew Daniels, Elizabeth Taylor, David Bartrum, Herbert Hawers,     Pam Murton, County Councillor Jenny Chamberlin, Katrina Burrows (Clerk)
	and 3 residents

1.	 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN – The first order of business at the Annual Parish Council meeting was to seek nominations for the post of Chairman. Paul Curson was unanimously elected and took the Chair.  He thanked retiring Chairman David Goldson for all his hard work over the past three years.
2.	 DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE – The Council received Cllr. Paul Curson’s signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office, which was countersigned by the Clerk.
3.	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN – John Taylor was unanimously elected to remain in the position of Vice-Chairman and he signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was countersigned by the Clerk.
4. 	APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS 
 Planning Committee – Elizabeth Taylor, Pam Murton, Jenny Shorter, Andrew Daniels
 Allotment Officers – Paul Curson, David Goldson
Village Hall Representatives – Herbert Hawers, Andrew Daniels
Brewers Green Management Sub Committee – David Goldson, Paul Curson, John Taylor,
Pam Murton, John Taylor, Elizabeth Taylor, Herbert Hawers
5.	CONFIRMATION OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS & STANDING ORDERS & SIGNATURES TO CHEQUES
	The signatories to remain unchanged, John Taylor, Pam Murton, Andrew Daniels
6.	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Jenny Shorter
7.	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – none received
8.	RESIDENTS FORUM 
8.1	It was reported that surface of Swamp Lane is in a very poor state and that potholes that had been marked out by NCC Highways prior to being filled, have been washed away. Action: Report to NCC Highways
8.2	Various potholes were reported around the village and these will be passed on to NCC Highways.  Factory Lane, Manor Drive, Hall Lane/Snow Street, Baynards Lane/Hall Lane. Action: Report to NCC Highways
8.3	Details of uneven pavements were given in various locations. Copeman Road, The Close and Old High Road. These have already been reported to NCC Highways but the clerk was asked to send a reminder. Action: Report to NCC Highways
9.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES – the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd April 2014 were approved and signed by the Chairman
10. 	MATTERS ARISING
10.1	David Goldson reported on the meeting he attended at Diss Town Council.  The meeting was held to discuss how s106 monies from Persimmon Homes and held by NCC should be used. The money is to be used towards ‘a programme of works that will result in safer more convenient and attractive environments for walking and cycling in Diss’ and this should in some way benefit residents of the new development, Longmeadow. David Goldson put forward the view of Roydon Parish Council. The proposal that would benefit residents is to have the disused piece of the old A1066 smartened as it is in view of the Persimmon development and is used by pedestrians.  

10.2	The Blenheim Way street sign has been re-erected
10.3	The hedge and grass cutting formerly carried out by Mr. Day is to be offered to Mr. Crerar.  Action: Clerk to write to Mr. Crerar 
10.4	An appeal for a new Emergency Coordinator for the village will appear in the June issue of the Roydon Herald.
11.	MONTHLY INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORT – The financial report for March ’14 was reviewed and approved.
12.	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
The following accounts were approved for payment
	12.1	Pearce & Kemp Standing Order
	12.2	E.On Direct Debit
	12.3	Clerks Salary Standing Order 
12.4	Anglia Water
12.5	Norse
13.	OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS 
13.1	Received £9,967.30 half year precept payment from South Norfolk Council
13.2	Received £32.17 refund from Aon insurance for signing up to 3 year contract
13.3	The internal audit has been completed with no comments by Mr. Graham Wuyts.
	Action: Clerk to send a letter of thanks on behalf of the Parish Council
13.4	The Bank Reconciliation Statement for the year ended 31.03.14 was approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.
13.5	The Annual Governance Statement was read, all questions answered and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk.
14.	HIGHWAYS – Potholes and uneven pavements were discussed in Residents Forum and will be reported to NCC
15.	STREET LIGHTS – It was agreed to accept the quote from Pearce & Kemp, street light maintenance contractors, for 2 new street lights. The lights will be in new locations and there will be additional costs for excavating. 
16.	BREWERS GREEN- A Roydon resident has come forward as the new owner of the freehold of Brewers Green. For many years it was believed that the Green had no owner consequently the Parish Council took on the responsibility of maintaining the Green, South Norfolk District Council retaining responsibility for matters such as illegal grazing and traveller encampments. The owner has agreed that the Parish Council will continue to manage the Green, whilst the owner will retain ultimate legal responsibility for all legal matters relating to it. An enhancement and management plan – which will include Bye laws – is to be put in place for the future protection of Brewers Green and for the continued enjoyment of it for the residents of Roydon and surrounding parishes.
17.	ALLOTMENTS – There are 2 names on the waiting list for plots, with 2 plots possibly not being cultivated it is hoped that this will satisfy the waiting list.  Action: Clerk to investigate further.
18.	EMERGENCY PLAN - It is expected that once a new Emergency Co-coordinator is installed the current Emergency Plan will be updated. 
19. 	FOOTPATHS –A future working party of local volunteers will be organized to cut back overgrowth on the footpaths. The Parish Council thanks local residents who are already helping to keep the footpaths clear.

20.	PLANNING 
	20.1	APPLICATIONS – The following have been approved by the Parish Council
	20.1.1

	2014/0803

	11 Tottington Lane. Demolition of existing single garage and construction  of new double garage

	20.1.2	
	2014/0810
	Middle Manor, Brewers Green. Erection of summer house

	20.1.3
	2014/0834
	Breckland Way, High Road. Single storey extensions to rear of bungalow with internal alterations to suit and shed to frontage



20.2	DECISIONS – The following have been approved by SNDC	
	20.2.1
	2014/0494
	Orchard Lodge, Hall Lane.  Erection of canopy and gazebo.

	20.2.2
	2012/0987
	10 Store Street. Erection of a detached dwelling

	20.2.3
	2014/0569
	Tennisville, High Road.  Proposed first floor extension + dormer

	20.2.4
	2014/0537
	The Coach House, Hall Lane. Change of use of part existing 
Coach House to extend existing first floor accommodation space into
 part of ground floor storage area and to create a separate ground floor service/residential unit (to be maintained with main house). General upgrading of existing structure and provision of 2 no. new pairs of vehicular entrance gates



21.	CORRESPONDENCE OUTGOING
	21.1	Pearce & Kemp with payment for new lights
	21.2	NALC with payment for subscription
	21.3	HMRC with VAT return
	21.4	Aon with payment
	21.5	Roydon PCC with payment
22.	CORRESPONDENCE INCOMING
	22.1	The Clerk (May ’14)
	22.2	Clerks & Councils Direct (May ’14)
22.3	Norfolk Constabulary Crime Stats (April)
22.4	Letter of thanks from Roydon PCC
23.	REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR DAVID GOLDSON 
South Norfolk Council has focused on help for the needy. Disabled Facilities Grants are an area where there have been no cuts.  Adapting homes with a wheelchair ramp and so on helps to reduce the burden on the NHS. South Norfolk Council has also completed the new gypsy and traveler transit site near the Showground.  This will provide a way to move on illegal encampments that has not been so easy in the past. In addition, SNC has dealt with the controversial subject of providing more housing and identifying pieces of land that can be developed.  There will be a large settlement that will share the greatest burden for new homes in the future. The full report was circulated and a copy is on file
24.	REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR JENNY CHAMBERLIN 
Discussions are ongoing in NCC regarding what can be done to improve traffic congestion in Vinces Road; Diss. Work to try and create a lift share scheme for employers and workers in the area is beginning to take shape. Faster broadband is being delivered across Norfolk and due is due to be upgraded sometime this year.
Children’s Services at NCC are still in special measures with the Department for Education.  A report is expected shortly on the work required to correct current practices. The full report was circulated and a copy is on file
25.	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING – The Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 17.06.14 at 7:15pm in the Parish Room

