529

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Tuesday 24th September 2013 at 7:15pm in the Parish Room, St. Remigius Church

Present:  David Goldson (District Councillor) (Chairman), John Taylor (Vice-Chairman), 
	   Pam Murton, Paul Curson, Andrew Daniels, David Bartrum, Herbert Hawers, 
	  Jennifer Shorter, Elizabeth Taylor, County Councillor Jenny Chamberlin, 
	   Katrina Burrows (Clerk) and 9 residents

1.	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - None
2. 	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - None
3.	RESIDENTS FORUM 
3.1	A complaint of vehicles speeding in Copeman Road has been received. 
Action: The clerk was asked to contact the Police.
	3.2	An email was received from a resident of Appletree Lane concerning street lights.
		Action: Paul Curson agreed to investigate further.	
3.3	An elderly resident reported that trees growing on Swamp Lane are overhanging her garden. No action because trees not on public land.
4.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The minutes of the meeting held on 30.07.13 were approved and signed by the Chairman.
5 	MATTERS ARISING
5.1	Street sign Copeman Road – South Norfolk Council will liaise with the resident regarding the location of the street sign.
5.2.	The overgrown footpath across Long Meadow has been cut back.
5.3	Letter was sent to resident of property on Shelfanger Road with an overgrown hedge asking that they cut the hedge back.
5.4	The overgrown hedges on Queensway were inspected by Gary Overland, NCC Highways Engineer, and although the pavement is encroached by the hedge he felt that cutting back the hedge would destroy it. – The residents have been asked to trim the hedge as far back as possible and keep it trimmed regularly to minimise the obstruction.
5.5	The overgrowth of hedges on Old High Road was reported to Gary Overland, NCC Highways Engineer. This will be added to the list of hedges to be cut back. – This work has been completed
5.6	The owner of a red van parked on Old High Road which was a hazard due to reduced visibility was asked to park the vehicle more considerately – The vehicle is now parking elsewhere
6.	MONTHLY INCOME & EXPENDITURE REPORT - The financial reports for July and August 2013 were reviewed and approved.
7.	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
	The following accounts were approved for payment
	7.1	Pearce & Kemp Standing Order
	7.2	E.On Direct Debit
	7.3	Clerks Salary Standing Order 
7.4	Mr. Bobby £240.00 (cut back Lime Trees)
7.5	Mazars (audit) £150.00
7.6	Norse £519.29
7.7	Mr. Bobby £200.00 (hedges)
8.	OTHER FINANCIAL MATTERS
	8.1	A letter was sent to Barclays to adjust the monthly standing order for Pearce & Kemp
	8.2	A letter was sent to Barclays to adjust the monthly standing order to the Clerk 
8.3	A request from the Clerk for £70.00 petty cash payment to cover the cost of postage was approved.



9.	REVIEW OF GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS
Councillors reviewed the Standing Orders, Financial Regulations and Parish Councils Code of Conduct prior to the meeting. It was agreed that the Parish Council complies with the Governance arrangements.
10.	HIGHWAYS 
 A meeting was held on 21.08.13 with Gary Overland NCC Highways Engineer to address outstanding issues.  The poor state of Darrow Lane and Darrow Wood Lane has been reported many times.  Although NCC is obliged to maintain all roads in Norfolk, the lanes are a low priority. It was suggested that a list should be compiled of roads which needs attention and this will be submitted to NCC Highways. The overgrown Public Rights of Way will be cut back by the Highway Rangers only when they become impassable. In the future maintaining footpaths may be something the Parish Council will have to finance.
Reduced visibility on the bends of the A1066 close to Hall Lane was reported.  Action: John Taylor agreed to speak to the landowner to cut back overgrowth.
11.	BREWERS GREEN
A generous donation of £1,000.00 was received from a past resident of the village to be spent specifically on Brewers Green. 
Paul Curson read the draft Minutes of the Brewers Green Sub-Committee meeting held on 07.08.13. David Goldson read a letter received from the Police & Crime Commissioner..
There was much discussion regarding measures to prevent Travellers accessing the Green. It was felt that erecting bollards around the Green would be too expensive, a quote of £35.00 plus VAT to purchase and install each bollard was received. If ditches were to be dug it would require the services of a professional Drainage Engineer to ensure that flooding would not be a problem. There are also residents that require access to properties around the Green and bollards/ditches would not be practical.
It was proposed that the Parish Council should not pursue erecting bollards for the time being and the decision was unanimous. However, if it is proven to be an effective deterrent it will be discussed again in the future. 
Engaging a professional Drainage Engineer will be raised at the next Brewers Green Sub-Committee meeting to be held on Wednesday 02.10.13
	Action: Illegal grazing on the Green to be added to the October agenda
12.	ALLOTMENTS 
The revised Tenancy Agreement and rent reminder letters have been sent to all tenants. Some signed agreements and payments have already been received by the Clerk.
13.	FOOTPATHS 
	With a view to the Parish Council being responsible in the future for maintaining Public Rights of Way, a meeting with Contractor Mark Haven was arranged on 23.09.13.  Mr Haven’s company already works with other Parish Councils.  In addition, his company could maintain other areas of the village. The Parish Council’s current 5 year contract with Norse to cut Brewers Green will be finishing this year and this could be an opportune time to have one contractor to cover all aspects of village maintenance.  Action: Clerk to list all areas requiring cutting and a timetable when the cutting should be carried out.  









14.	 PLANNING 
14.1	APPLICATIONS 
	14.1.1
	2013/1471
	19 Roydon Fen. Erection of single storey conservatory. Approved by Parish Council Planning Committee

	14.1.2
	2013/1525
	Burnside, High Road. Single storey front extension Approved by Parish Council Planning Committee

	14.1.3
	2013/1527
	Orchard Lodge, Hall Lane. Erection of double bay cart shed/garage and erection of conservatory (retrospective) Approved by Parish Council Planning Committee


	
14.2	DECISIONS 
	14.2.1
	2013/0870
	15 Tottington Lane.  Retrospective application for amendment to new dwelling approval reference 2008/2144/F – change to roof pitch from 32 to 32.5 degrees and boundary walls & entrance gates.  Approved by SNC

	14.2.2
	2013/1360
	36 Tudor Avenue. Single storey extension to dwelling. Approved by SNC

	
	Single storey extension to dwelling



15. 	 CORRESPONDENCE – OUTGOING
	15.1	8 x Agenda, Minutes & Finance Report
15.2	Anglian Water with payment
15.3	Mr. Bobby with payment for work to hedges at recycling area
15.4 	3 hedge letters to Queensway & Shelfanger Road
15.5	Barclays to change standing order Clerks salary
15.6	Barclays to change standing order Pearce & kemp
15.7	Mr. Bobby with payment for work to lime trees
15.8	SNC with Planning application 2013/1360
15.9	17 x Allotment rent letters and tenancy agreements
15.10	Resent allotment letter and tenancy agreement to N.Canfer
15.11	Mazars with amended annual return
16.	CORRESPONDENCE – INCOMING
16.1	Norfolk Constabulary Crime Stats (July & August)	
16.2	NCC notice of forthcoming consultation on 2014.15 Budget & savings proposals
16.3	Norfolk Link (August)
16.4	The Clerk (September)
16.5	Clerks & Councils Direct (September)
	16.6	Greater Norwich Development Partnership-Notice of suggested Main Modifications
	16.7	Email from SNC regarding Autumn Leaf Cleansing
16.8	Email from NCC regarding grit bins
17.	LATE CORRESPONDENCE – None received









18.	REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR DAVID GOLDSON 
The key elements of the South Norfolk Local Plan have been approved by the District Council as a pre-submission document to be forwarded to the Secretary of State.  This is designed to meet the objectives of the Joint Core Strategy to build about 9,000 dwellings by 2026.  The Plan will be subject to a final public consultation between now and the end of the year.
The Government has changed the level of support it gives councils for making up the shortfall arising from residents who are able to claim exemption or relief from paying full council tax. Councils are now responsible for setting up their own schemes for administering the relief.  In the current year parishes did not suffer any loss of support but this may not be extended in future. The full report was circulated and a copy is on file
19.	REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR JENNY CHAMBERLIN 
The County Council has a funding gap of 182 million pounds over the next three years.  The challenge is to try and balance the budget for 2014/15 while protecting key services.  A formal consultation has begun to obtain input from residents.
The services provided by Norfolk Children’s Services Department have been judged as inadequate.  The Government has put in place an Improvement Board to oversee the necessary changes and a new Head of Children’s Services has been appointed. The full report was circulated and a copy is on file
20.	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 29.10.13 at 7:15pm in the Parish Room, St. Remigius Church.  	 


The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9:08pm
